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Bear Lloyd:

I am writing in response to your letter of 17 August
1959, regardiag the statement of Loftus K. Beckar to the imited
Nacions od hoc Commitises on the Pesceful Vess of Outar dpace. If
you continue the veading of the exiract vhich you queted in your
letter, he states that “This, then, is the inttial thisking of wy

This Aeselution is cited in part on the first page of
his speech; paragraph 1 (¢) refers teo "The mature of Legal prodlems
which nay ariss in the carrying sut of programmies to explore outer
spece.”

We have discussed with State the comtext intendsd by
Mx. Beckar's remark sbsut emtraterrestrial lifs and our comtacts
there confire sur fnitial opinion that bs was staply saying that
the U, &. Government attaches at this time & low prierity to the
question of lagsl relations with jptellinent forms of sxtratewsreo-
trial forms of life.

We ourselves wers somsvhear concerusd with snother romark
of Becker's heving to do with public health, safety snd contamination
(page 7 of the press release of May 7). HNare he statss thet “Gomwe
consideration may be given to ... vhat agreements ox regulations are
needed to safeguard space or celestial bedies frem countamivaifon.”
Again, State advises that Becksr was speaking in s legal context
and referring to the pesatble meed for fmtermstional agresments and
regulations. Becker's vemarks should be losked st in the light of
the final report of the U. §. ad hoe Coumitise om the Paaceful Uses
of Outer 3pace sn this subject, vhich State advises reprasents the
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positian of the U.5. Covermment. In this context, the Covermment
endoxses the need for further studies by scientific bodies suwch as
CETEX and COSFAR prior to adopting any positisn which aight lead oo
istervacional regulations of a legal charscter.

in view of these vreassursnces from the Stete Depariment,
1 40 motbelieve That we naed t» pursue Becker's remsxhs further., I
am, hewsver, sending coples of this letter te those v recoived
caplies of your letter to me of 17 August, as well as to Dr. Portar.

Sincerely yours,

Rugh Odishav
Pxegutive Directer

ce: 9r. Hartline
Dy. Lederbarg
br. Porger
. doesi

Dx. Uvey



